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Congress..The proceedings yesterday
were wf considerable interest. The Senate
psssed the Army Appropriation bill and
made the P-?ace Conference propositions the

special order for to-dav. The House of Rep¬
resentatives, amid much excitement, voted
oa the Import of the Committee of Thirt y-

three and the amendments thereto.

State Convention..in the Convention,
yesterday, Mr. Goggin concluded his speech
and was followed by Mr. Sfceffoy.
Vircin'ia Legislature .In the Senate,

on Tuesday, Mr. Thomas, of Fairfax, pre¬
sented petitions for a stay law during the

suspension of specie payments by the Bunks,

against any further appropriations to inter¬
nal improvements during the present ses¬

sion, and against chartering loreigu compa-
ni s to construct roads in opposition to those
at present existing at heavy cost to the State.
A resolution was offered for extending the

corporate limits of the town of Fredericks¬
burg. In the Utilise of Delegates a bill was
reported to prevent guarantees of notes, bills
of exchange, &c., by Insurance Companies.
A report was returned from Hon. -John It »-

bertson, Commissioner to the seceded States.

The newspapers have to rely for the "ear¬

liest intelligence" in these times upon tele¬
graphic despatches, and the reports of their

correspondents in Washington, and at other
points of interest. The "earliest news" must

be had, or the public will not bs satisfied.
The result is, that in forcing upon the news¬

papers the necessity of "early news," and
the free use of the telegraph at a heavy ex¬

pense, and the "pay and provant" of \Vash-
iugton letter writers, the public obtain, gen¬
erally, crude and incorrect statements, wild
aud incoherent rumors, manufactured ''ru¬

mor."'," and frequently, unmitigated canards.
Oar hope is, that this thing will, at last, be
"run in the ground, as the saying is.and
die of inanition, and of the disgust of the in¬

telligent portion of the public. Suppose that
the "telegraphic despatches,'' and Washing¬
ton letters, of the last three months, had
never been transmitted, written, or read!
Wh the couutry would be much happier
and better off to-day than it is! We repeat,
that we have a hope, in the premises.
The Chicago Times has, what appears to

be, or looks very much like, a "sen.«»arion ar¬

ticle," on the subject of "a reported contem¬

plated raid upou the South," by negroes from
the Northern States and Canada, "under the
lead of Redpath, Fred Douglass, and young
John Brown." It seems to be the daily
business of some newspapers to invent and
circulate inflammatory statements calculated
to keep up excitement, and irritate the pub¬
lic mind. But if there were an}* truth in
the story, so far from creating alarm in the
South, it would only give an opportunity of
catching and hanging some rascals who
have long wanted the halter badly. The
Times gives a long account of the reasons it
has for belief in the dc-igns of which it

speaks.that Redpath's visit to Hayti, was

to make arransrem-.mts.that the descent is to

oa made near the Mississippi.that John
Brown is stir -ing up the Canada negroes,
Xo., 'I he whole story looks very wild
and improbable.
The L.igmnge (Geo.) Reporter alludes in

the following terms to a spirit of intole¬
rance too fie juently betrayed by certain rep¬
resentatives of the Disunion press at the
South :."We regret to see a spirit of intole¬
rance manifested by a portion of the dis¬
union papers of this State. They seem to
have arrogated to themselves the office of
rtn-so:. Every thing political that does not

c «nform to rheir ideas of right they denounce
as treasonable, aud seem to insinuate that
anything but their own views will not be
tolerated in the Southern Confederacy. lias
the reign of terror begun.? Are we in the
hands of Red Republicans? It it has come
to this, then we are certainly undone. We
are us ready as any man to offer up our life,
if ofH'd be. in deter.ee of the rights of the
South, and we hold that we are no less truo
to those rights than these hotspurs when we

express our love for the old Union of our

lathers."
The "Secession demonstration" in Rich¬

mond, exhibited, nominally, on the ground
that .Mr. Moore, of Rockbridge, in the Con¬
vention, in the exercise of his undoubted
right, made a speech which the Secessionists
di 1 u >t like, muss be universal!}* condemned.
I: appears that two of the speakers to tho-e
engaged in the "demonstration," declared
that "t.o matter what the Convention did,
the people of Virginia would go with the
Smth." If this was intended to mean that
there is to be anarchy introduced into our

S ate. ir will be rebuked by nine-tenths of
the people. The Richmond Whig ctlls this
affiir the first movement in Richmond to-

wards a condition of anarchy.
The Augusta (Georgia) Sentinel insists

upon the recognition of the right of seces¬

sion iu the organic law ?>f the new Confed-
eracv. It exhibits a very proper apprecia-
tion of the doub'ted-edged character of the
weapon with which the extreme position
is sought to be defended, and it says, "Let us I
pr .vide now for every contingency, ar least
every one that seems likely to arise. If
Georgia shows a majority for any Presiden- j
tial candidate at any time, the other States
being for another man and another policy,
Georgia may secede, and her right to do so

so >uid be plainly declared."

The Richmond Enquirer says that Mr.

Segar had no commission to the Peace Con¬

ference in Washington from the Virginia
Convent on, aud carried back to Richmond

po message from Mr. Tyler,

NEWS OF THE DAY.

**To show the very age andbody of the tiMes/'

Among the unfortunate passengers of the
iil-iated steamer Charmer* burnt on the night
of the 10th instant, below Donaldsville, La.,
were a young married couple about whom no

one among tho saved persous could give the
I least information. It is now ascertained
ilia?- the husband was l)r. Ii. C. Middleton,
of Ilolmes ooursty, Miss., who was married
but three duys before to Miss Laura, the
daughter of Wm. S. Parrot, esq.
A letter from the African squadron says

j that "the close coasting dodge" of the cruis¬
ers has been studied well by slaver captains,
who now escape with their usual ease. No
American man-of-war has taken a prize for
six month*, although five (if them are in the
centre of the slave trader's truck, at the mouth
of the Congo river. Seventeen c«*goo< oi
negroes are known to have safely ieit Africa

j since September.
j A waggish member of Congress asked a

j high official, who was ridiculing the govcrn-
j tneut of South Carolina, to tell him the dif-
fercnco between that government and the

j government of the United States. The Con-
grossman being requested to answer his own

I question, said: "the one was a government of
Pickens, while the othpr was a government

| or stealings." The official disappeared.
j V* e have nothing to relieve the apprehen-
I sions as to the loss of the United States sloop-
i of war Levant. The captain of a Boston
| ship reports a terrible gale as having oceur-

red a short time after the Levant left the
j Sandwich Islands, and it is feared that she
J foundered in that gale, and that all on board
j perished.
i A terrible tragedy occurred in Sumter co.,

j Adam8vii!e, Florida, on the 13th instant. A
man by the name of Andrews, who was re¬

cently a Methodist preacher, killed on that
day two persons, Messrs. MoLellan and G.
M. Condry, and wounded two others, Long
and Clyatt. lie was immediately.arrested
and hung ou the following day.
An unprecedented amount of snow hav¬

ing fallen in the northwest this winter, seri¬
ous apprehensions are entertained that at the
breaking up in the spring the Missouri and
Mississippi rivers wili bo swollen far above
the capacity of their banks. A go eral inun-

| dation of the Mississippi country is expected.
| The new tariff bill, which has passed both
i fiouses of Congress (with amendments, how-

| ever, yet to be concurred in by the Senate.)
! is expected by its particular friends to yield
an increased revenue of $10,920,840 on the
principal imports. At least such is the esti¬
mate of Mr. Bigler, of Pa.
A young lady belonging to Jersey City

had her feet frozeu a short time since at Cen¬
tral Park, N. V., while skating, and on her
return home was ignorantlv advised to placc
them in warm water, which resulted in mor¬

tification, and the "loss of he;* feet, and event¬

ually death ensued.
The report of the military committee on

the Louisiana Legislature makes an honora¬
ble mention of the fact thar, among the free
c ilored population of L misiana, a large
number of the old veterans of 1812 and their
decendunts have volunteered their service to
the State.
The Bastrop (La.) Weekly Dispatch nomi¬

nates as candidates for the Presidency and
\ :ce Presidency of the Southern Confedera¬
cy, under the Permanent Constitution, the
lion. Robert Toombs, of Georgia, and the
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, of Louisiana.
Durlvage.the once popular actor and

J dramatist, Oliver Kverett Durivage, brother
to the well-known poet of ttic same name,
and a son to a sister of the Hon. Iviward

j Everett, died at Memphis, Tennessee, on rho

j 22u instant.
j E. P. Yv'eston who has undertaken to walk
from Boston to Washington in fulfillment of
nn election bet, reached Ilartford, Sunday af¬
ternoon, three hours behind time. He was
fresh and confident of success.

The sensation reporters of the New York
I press hold with a fidelity born of the belief

j that "a lie well stuck to is as good as the
truth," ro the storv of the terrible plot con¬
cocts' iti lialtiinofe against Mr. Lincoln's life-

Col. H. .S. \\ : blj, distinguished for his
services in the Mexican war, and brother to

.). Watsou \\ «d>b, of New Vork. is in New
Orler ns, to oitsr the services of himself and

t four s ns to the Southern army.
'I he steamer Mcdora has arrived at St.

Louis with Capt. Totten's command, who re¬

cently vacated the Little I lock arsenal, on
the demand of the State authorities.

It is stated that upon verification oi .vb>«r

| is reported concerning General Twigs eon-

. duct the President will order his name to be
j stricken from the roll of the ariuy.

Gov. Hicks had a long interview with Mr.
Lincoln, and strongly urged the necessity of
measures that should ruu-et the approval of

J the border slave States.
The Supreme Court will hear lioargument

j after the 8th of March.

j Toe great guns that have been cast at Pitta-
| burg are to bo sent to Tortugas.

VIRGINIA NEWS.

j Patrick Henry Ayietr, United States At-
j tornev for the L isteru District of \ irginia.
j has forwarded his resignation to Washing-
j ton. fie declares that as a \ irginian, he

j cannot serve under the Administration of
Abraham Lincoln.
^

Col. John B M >rgan brought down on

j Saturday a bar of g Id w ;rth is 1020.00,.a
j week's work a: the Old Kigle Mine.
j The Lynchburg ilcnubiican thinks it a

noteworthy fact that there is not a Smith,
j a Jones, or a Brown among tno one hundred

j and tii'cy two members of the Virginia Con¬
vention.

1 he N >rfo k Day D »ok snys tlrit guns
6red -'t Oi l P >iot on the 221 were distinctly
heard ;n that city.a cl»<r..«nof fifteen miles.
The ileraid <ra?e<, in connection with the
taot. thar a nuinner of years itsro a French
frigate in N u-fdk harbor tired a royal sa-

Iu*e on tho birthday "f Louis i'hillippe, rhe
then reigning monasch of France, which
was distinctly heard in Elizabeth City, N.
C.. a distance of forty miles in n direct line.
John Scddon, Esq., tiie Delegate from

StftfF«rd and King George, is confined at
home by serious indisposi'i in.

Akaxd ninc. Soittu Cakolixa..A S.iuth
Carolina orator, woo is fond of boasting that
he is 4 'uorn of traitor*," demanded t" know,
in one of his speeches, i{ \ irginia intended
to "abandon*' S u.h Car dina.
Wesh. uld say that South Carolina had

"abanuoned \ irginia, abandoned her coun¬
sels, her patriotism, her fellow.-hip. They
no longer s;t in the same family circle. The
one has left the h one of her youth, turned
her back upon the spot which the feet of her
fathers had eon>eerated, which is hallowed
by tho graves of h^r mighty dead, and made
illustrious riy their trauscendant virtues, nnd
she wants to know il thev who refuse to fol¬
low her footstep*, and who remain, intend to
"abandon" herIt is like the prodigal son,
after he had voluntarily caused his father to
give him his Nharo uf the property and had
left his father s house, demanding to know
if his elder brother intended to "abandon"
him to Ins fate..Bait. ^4mcviccm.

OUR RICHMOND LETTKRS.
Richmond, Feb. 26..There has been

considerable excitement here during the last
few hours among the members of the State

I Convention and the secessionists of this
! city.

On yesterday, Hun. S. Me. I). Moore of-
fered a series of resolutions in Convention
and made a lengthy speech in their support
during the course of which he made some se-

rious charges against South Carolina, and
j the other seceding states and intimated that
a Union with them was by no means desira-

| ble. Mr. Goode, of Bedford, replied on bc-
I half of those sympathizing w:th tho Confed-
| erated states, and was applauded by the gal-
lories. The President immediately ordered

I the galleries to be cleared, and a resolution
{ was offered providing for the adjournment of
the Convention to Staunton. After laying

j that resolution upon the table, yesterday's! session closed. But the crowd quited from
j the hall, congregated about the door, hissing
j the President as he passed cat and cheering
Goode.

In the eveniag placards were circulated,
I calling a mceilag o« the citizens at- the cor-

ner ol'Mayo ;«?id Franklin streets 10 take uc-

tion in regard to Moore's speech, and it was

j said to bora him in effigy. A crowd assem-
bled at the time appointed, and employing

! a band went to the principal hotels calling
fur disunion speeches and giving groans lor

I Mr. Moore.
To-day Mr. Goode concluded his speech

without any further disturbance.when lo
I and behold! lion. Wm. L. Goggin, who has
heretofore been classed with those willing to

. go with South Carolina.rose and made a
i powerful speech not very dissimilar in tone

| and sentiment to that of Mr. Moore.
He declared himself opposed to the doc¬

trine of peaceful secession.and announced
himself in favor of uniting the borJer slave
stares, if the present attempts at adjustment
fail, under a constitution that would ulti¬
mately bring in nearly all of the States
North and South. There were some very

long faces in the secession ranks, when Mr.
Goggin denied that Cotton was King, anJ
took the above position. They will eail him
a submissionist now.

Judge Hopkins, of Washington County,
of the House of Delegates lay* dangerously
ill. and it is feared can live Cut a few hours
longer.

Geo. 11. Blincoe, of Fairfax county, clerk
in one of the Senate Committees, lie* danger-
ousl}' ill of typhoid fever, at the St. Charles
Hotel.

"

OBSiiKY KR.

Ricumon'd, February 20..The House oi

Delegates passed to-day Senate bill incorpo¬
rating the Stnfl'jrdsville Toll Bridge Compa¬
ny:

Senate bill authorizing the Bank ot Mon-
ticello or Bank of the Commonwealth tc

transfer not exceeding $1 f>0.000 of theii
capital to Monaskeu, in the County of Lan¬
caster:

Senate bill authorising the Bank of Dan¬
ville to amend its charter in tho following
particulars: to issue notes on $1 of specie
for every $5 issued, instead of I to 3, as

formerly provided in its charter, and also to
authoriso the establishment of Branches at
Princeton in Mercer, Jefferson in Tazewell,
or at Taylorsville in Patrick county. (I be¬
lieve that every State Stock Bank in the
Commonwealth has now got authority tc

change for a Bank on the old principle,
with authority to sell the stock as opportu¬
nity offers, except the Bank of tho 0:d Do¬
minion, for which no authority has been
asked.)
A bill to amend and re-enact tho chartei

of the Little Kanawha Company. Passed.
A bill for the relief of the Rev. J. Pack¬

ard, of Fairfax county. Passed.
A bill for the relief of .James Scott, of

Greenbrier county. Passed.
A bill for the relief of the Trustees of

. Joshua II. Staats, deceased, late Sherift <»f
the county of Jackson. Passed.
A bill to amend the act concerning the

District Free Schools in the county <>i Jeffer¬
son. Passed.
A bill granting tlie Commonwealth's inter¬

est in certain real estate of John Kelly,
deceased, to Owen Shew. Parsed.
Judge Hopkins, of Washington county,

member of the House of Delegates, is lying
very low at the American hotel.

"A LOOK Kit ON."

OUR WASHINGTON LRTTKR.

Washington, Feb. 27.p. rn.. It was King
Solomon, 1 think, who said that '"weeping
endureth for the night, but joy cometh in the

| morning." Whilst 1 write, every counte-

i nance 1 believe is covered with smiles. The
| conclusion of the labors of the l'eaee Con¬
vention carries gratification and joy to every
patriot's bosom. 1 will not enter into the
details of the proceedings of the Conven-

I tion, but will content mysel! with transmit-
j ting to you au authentic copy of the recom-

mcndatioDs of the body, which doubtless
j you will spread before your readers:

The speech of Ex-PVes;deot 1'vler, in re¬

sponse to the vote of thanks of the Conven¬
tion, for the ability, impartiality, and dig¬
nity with which ho presided over the b >dy,
is characterized as one of burning eloquence,
singular felicity of expression, and of fer¬
vent patriotism.

The members about to separate, shook
hands with each other, and the spectacle in
every respect was solemn, and yet joyous.
The next battle is to be fought in Congress,
and may we not. fondly hope that two thirds
of the members will, by their votes, ca-ry
into effect the recommendations of the wor¬

thy and d stinguished gentlemen who have
made such sacrifices to heal tho bleeding
wounds of our dear country.
One, or probably two changes will be

made in the programme of the C;ibinot, fur¬
nished in mv last letter. Strong opposition
is made to H W, Davis, ami many are yet
confident iu the belief that Col. Bell will be
prevailed upon to honor a cabinet station.
Gov. Chase, of Ohio, is warmly pre-sed lor
the- Treasury Department by Messrs. firec¬
lay, GiJdings, and others, but in va-n, as con¬
servatism rules the hour.

There is but little hope of the safety of
tho U. S. sloop-of-vrar Levant, so long miss-

I ing. Among her officers was Purser An-
i drew Jackson Watson, a native of Alexan¬
dria, a valuable public servant, and a most
estimable gentleman.
A large number of the Clerks in the dif¬

ferent Departments called upon President
Buchanan this evening, and took an afieo-

J tionate leave of him. HOMO.

The Richmond letter of the Fredericks-
j burg News says:."The Legislature is doing
very little.and the Convention has not

j beon crowded si. co Preston's magnificent
speech. It Uoss not "draw as at fir>i an<i

it in feared chat in s. few days a quorum of
spectators will not be present. 1 he Commit*
tee of Federal Affairs is hard at work, and
it is understood that action will bo delayed
till the Ptuce Congress reports. There is
less feverishness, I think, in tho public
mind. If an Ordinance of Secession was

passed to-morrow, tho people of Virginia
would wot sanction it. If events compel a

separation, wo shall be united, I hope..
There 'is do need fov haste, or cause for! fright."

FIjSTAL action
' or THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Convention of delegates from the sev¬

eral States which assembled at Washington,
on the 4r.ii of February, pursuant to the invi¬
tation of the State of Virginia, to consider the

present distracted condition of the country,
and propose some plan of adjustment, con¬

cluded its labors on yesterday at noon, by
the adoption of a resolution recommending
that Congress submit to the Legislatures of
the several States, the following amendments
to the Constitution of the United States, to
be included in article 1«»:
The vote on the adoption of the sections

was taken by states.
Section 1. In all the present territory of

the United States, north of the parallel of
thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes of
north latitude, involuntary servitude, except
in punishment of crime, is prohibited. La
all the present territory south of that line,
the status of persons held to involuntary
service or labor, as it. now exists, shall not
be changed; nor shall any law be passed
by Congress or the Territorial Legislature
to hinder or prevent the taking of such per¬
sons from any of the States of tiiis Union to
said territory, nor to impair the rights aris¬
ing from said relation: but the same shall be
subject to judicial cognizance in the federal
courts, according to the course of the com¬

mon law. When any territory north or south
of said line, within such boundary as Con¬
gress may prescribe, shall contain a popula¬
tion eijual to that required for a member of
Congress, it shall, i; its form of government
be republican, be admitted into the Union on

an equal footing with the original Suites,
with or without involuntary .servitude, a*

the constitution of such State may provide.
Adopted by 9 to 8.

Section* '1. X'o territory shall be acquired
by the United States, except by discovery,
and for naval and commercial stations, de¬
pots. and transit routes, without the concur¬

rence of a majority of all the Senators from
States which allow involuntary servitule,
and a majority of all the Senators from
States which prohibit that relation ; nor

shall territory bo acquired by treaty, unless
the votes of a rnaj >rity of the Senators from
each class of States hereinbefore mentioned
be cast as a part of the two-thirds majority
necessary to the ratification of suji treaty.
Adopted. 11 to 8.

J Sec. u. Xcithor the Constitution, nor any
amendment thereof, .snail be construed to

i give Congress power to regulate, ab lisii, <-r

control, within any State, the relation estnb-
' lished or recognized by the laws thereof touch-

! ing persons held to labor or involuntary
j service therein, nor to interfere with or

j abolish involuntary service in the District of
Columbia without tin} consent of Maryland
and without the consent of the own¬

ers, or making the owners who do not

consent just compensation; nor the power to

interfere with or prohibit representatives and
others from bringing with tiiem to the Dis¬
trict of Columbia, retaining and taking

j away, persons so held to labor or .service; nor
j the power to interfere will) or abolish
involuntary service in places under the .¦:<-

elusivejurisdiction of the United Slates with-
in those States and Territories where the
same is established or recognized: nor the
power to prohibit the removal or transpor-

j tation of persons held to labor, or involunta-
rv service in any State or Territory of the

! United States, to any other State or Territory
thereof where it is established or recognized

| by law or usage; and the right during trans-

portation, by sea or river, oftouehingat ports,
shores, and landings, and of landing in ca>e

j of distress, shall exist; but not the right of
transit in or through any S ate or Territory,

j or of saie or traffic, against the laws thereof,
j Nor shall Congress have power to authorize
any higher rate of taxation on persons held

¦j to labor or service than on land.
The bringing into the District of Coltitu-

j bia of persons held to labor or service for
sale, or placing them in depots to be after-
wards transferred to other places for sale as

] merchandise, is prohibited. Adopted 12 to 7.
Section 4. The third paragraph of the

i second section of the fourth article of the
j Constitution shall not be construed to pre-
| vent any of the States, by appropriate legis-
j Jatiori, and through the action of their judi-
cial and ministerial officers, from enforcing

.

j the delivery of fugitives from labor to the
person to whom such service or labor is due.

| Adopted by !."> to 4.
Section The foreign slave trade is

hereby forever prohibited : and it shall be
the, duty of Congress to pass laws to prevent

i tiie importation oi niaves, coolies, or persons
held to service or labor, into the United
States and the Territories from places be-

| ymd the limits thereof. Adopter], 16 to").
Section »> The first, third, and lifth -..e-

1 tions, together with this section of the-e
amendments, and the third paragraph of the

I second section of the first article of tijCon-

j stitution, and the third paragraph of the
second section of the fiurth article thereof,
shall not be amended or abolished without

j the consent of all the States. Adopted,
12 to 9.

Sei tio.v 7. Congress shall provide by law
i that the United Srates shall pay to the own-

er the full value oi hi< fugitive fr> in lain r

j in all cases where the marshal, orother officer
j whoso duty'it was to arrest such fiwinve, was
prevented from doing so by violence or inti¬
midation from mobs or riotous assemblages or

when, after arrest, such fugitive was res¬

cued by like violence or intimidation, and
toe owner thereby deprived of the same;
and the acceptance of such payment shall
preclude the owner from further claim to
such fugitive. Congress shall provide bv
law f.r securing to the citizens of each

j State the privileges and immunities of ciri-
zens in the several States. Adopted 12 to 7.
The States of Illinois, Virginia and X'orih

[ Carolina voted against the first section. 11-
linois stood up and changed her vote, and

J was followed by North Carolina ami Virgin¬
ia. Missouri did not vote, nor did Kansas
vote, her delegation being equally divided.

The Grxs at F .p.rre-s M"Xroe..When
'.t was first rumorel that gu-is were being
mounted at Fortress M .nroe, pointing. as Mr.
i'yier said, "'at the bosom of Virginia.the
venerable rs-President called upon Mr, Buch¬
anan to know if there was any truth in the
report. The latter replied that he knew
nothing of the facts himself, but ''would
make proper inquiry."
These inquiries resulted in eliciting the

{ following facts; The wooden gun carriages
| had been allowed to decay, as the Govern-
| uit-ot had determined to substitute those

j made of iron. The iron carriages having
arrived, Col. Dimrnick gave orders for the

j wooden ones to be removed and the guns to
be re-mounted on those of iron. Such is ihe
explination given of mounting the guns on

the ramparts, with the exception ot two

howitzers, which were so mounted as to

sweep the bridge. From the careless snan-

nor in which the Fort had previously been
guarded, five hundred men could have taken
it at night. The tiiree gates were always

j open, and the bridges over the moat down..
j Xow the gates are closed at night and the
! draws rai?eJ, lest evil disposed and reckless
! persons should be tempted to seize the place.
I The explanation, I understand, is perfectly
satisfactory to Mr. Tyler, whose summer res-

idence ('"Villa Margarette'') is within direct
range of the howitzers.

Uy a late arrival from Mayagues, P. R.,
| we learn that a large tire occurred in ttie
i Plaza, and property valued ap over $150,000

The Virginia Convention.
In the Convention on Tuenday, on motion

of Mr. Brown, of Preston, a resolution was

adopted requesting the Auditor to furnish a

list of the number of persons returned delin¬
quent, lust year, in the several counties of
the Commonwealth, etc.
The resolutions of Mr. Moore, of Rock¬

bridge, were called up and Mr. Goode, of
Bedford, concluded his remarks begun on

the previous day advocating the secession of
Virginia, and the union of the Coiumon-
wealth with tbe Southern Confederacy.

Mr. CJoode having closed his remarks,
Mr. Goggin, of Bedford, arose to address

the Convention. lie proceeded to say that
he had come here to discharge a high and
responsible duty as one of those who hud
been clothed with the sovereign power of his

P

j native State. He had not heretofore oecu-

pied one moment of the time and attention
of the body, and now entered upon the per-
formance of a duty with many misgivings of
his capacity to say anything that would re-

fleet even tiie simplest light upon subjects ho

r.iotr.ontnus as those which agitated not only
the State, hut the Union, from one extreme
to the other.
He earue here to do as he thought proper,

! without pledges and without ;i platform..
Party measures had no connection with

j this deliberative body. He did, however,
c itne with one pledge, so far as his past life

| could give it.and I bat was, that lie would
j endeavor to save his country, and the whole
i country. He had felt an ardent attachment
to the I oioii.it had conferred blessings on

j tbe bravest, freest and mightiest people on

the lace of the earth. It was bis wish that
those blessings should be transmitted to his
children, and his children's children, lie
had always fell that if it were to fall, be
must perish with it. But that Union was

now dissolved. Sis or seven States had uni¬
ted and formed a I'nion at the South, while
Virginia continued with the I'nion at the
North. The question then was, what posi¬
tion shall Virginia assume? Is the to re¬

main in that Union which was lost, and be
feared lost forever, or unite with her sisters
of the South?.or is she to form an indepen-

j dent sovereignty, unconnected with any ot.li-
or Stale? lie hud long felt that danger was

j corning upon us, and had looked around to
! find if there was no healing balm in that
j Constitution which, on other occasions, he
j had sworn to maintain. Although it was

an old-fashioned argument to refer to the
sentiments of the Father of his Country, he
might be excused for saving that he had
more faith in George Washington than in

j any living statesman. lie must still be pcr-
! milted to go ro him for counsel, lie had
looked to the Constitution, and ii.und that it
provided a remedy for any evil that might
be brought upon the country,

'1 be Speaker then read an appropriate ex-
tract from Washington's farewell address.
He proceeded to read the following resolu-

I tions, which he intended to offer, as the basis
of some portion of what he would have to

j say:
Resolved, 1 out in view of the provisions

j of tbe odi article of the Constitution of the
tailed States, ir was eminently wise and

j proper that the Southern States should, in
concert, have proposed amendments to trie
same, so a> to have effectual 1\" secured a set¬
tlement of the present unhappy difficulties
which disturb tbe peace of the country.

Resolved, That is the duty of Virginia now
to invite the co-operation of all the slavehold-

j ing Slates, upon the border, so as to provide
measures for their concurrent action hereaf-

j tor.
lU'Soked, That Virginia \< attached to the

Union a* it was, Im: that it; does not protect her
rigns as it is.that it becomes her people in

| Convention assembled to look to every reuie-

j dv for relief, and then to provide, also in the
j event of a failure for the future relations she

is to occupy, having a due regard to her po-
j sit inn as one of the State* of the south.

In connection with these resolutions, he
said 11 was his earnest desire, when the con¬

troversy first commenced, ihat an appeal
should nave been made by the Legislatures
of toe Southern S;atesto the Legislatures of
the Northern States, and to the representa-
tives in Congress assembled, to see if some
method could not have been adopted to bring

j peace :it. «i quiet to the country, as suggested
by the fifth article of the Constitution viz :

" I he Congress, whenever two-thirds of
j both Houses sua!] deem it necessary, shall
propose amendments to this Constitution, or
on tiio application ni the Legislatures of two-
thirds of the several States, shall call a Con-

j ventiou for proposing amendments, which,
in either case, shall be valid to all intents
and purposes as part of this Constitution,
when ratified by the Legislatures of three
fourths of the several States, or by Conven¬
tions in three-fourths thereof, as the one of
the other mode of ratification may be propo¬
sed by Congress: Provided that no amend-
moot which may be mad*; prior to the Year

{ one thousand eight hundred and eiirht, shall
in any manner affect the first and i'»ui*th in

j the ninth section of the lirst article, and. that
no State with nc its consent shall bedeprved

j of its equal suffrage in the Senate.
Here, then, is tiie method pointed out bv

that great instrument to cement every State
in the bonds of biotherhood. Here are the
directions pointed out by the Karher of his

| Country in his lust moments. He (Mr. )
j had loved the Union, and if he could make

II as it was designed to be, he Would this
day fling to the breeze the banner of the
stars and stripes, and let it float from the
Ar-iostoou to the Rio Grande, from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. But the Union
is dissolved, and how? \ot by a trial

j of the remedy tiie fathers prescribed: not

by the rule to which he hid called the
attention of the Convention. They had bec-n

j disregarded, and without any resort to the
j Constitution, a portion of the States had
j receded and assumed to set up a government.
He would say, with ail respect to the opin-
ions of others, in whatever position he might
assume, that there was no warrant in the
Constitution by which a State had the right
to secede from the Uniou at all. Though
this was his position, he would be ready at
the proper time to co-operate with those who
differ with him. In the event of the failure
of the constitutional remedy, there could re-

j main but one resjrt, and that was an appeai
from the compact to the law of seli'-preserva-
!ion. In tliis conufciion lie quoted from the

I writings of .J.imes M idison.
j I he speaker w-nr on to say that he be-
j lieved in the doctrine of self preservation.
I the right to defend life, liberty and property
.to defend wife and chiidrou. That right
had never been taken from us, 'out it was an

extraordinary right, reserved to operate
when the constitution fails. lie believed
that secessionists would have no better pro-
lectson than the right of revolution; and

! when the time arrived for its exercise, he
would stand side by side with them in vin-

J dieafing the honor of Virginia and the S jutli.
j But he desired that every constitutional
j remedy should be exhausted first.

foe speaker proceeded to allude to the
glories of the past: to the feelings derived

j therefrom which enabled him to take by the
hand citizens in every portion of the country
and call them brothers; and to the patriotism
m the women of all sections which prompted
tiioni to preserve the shrine at Mouut \ ernon,
where he hoped they might always ome and
pour out their united prayers for the protec¬
tion of the L uion.

In reference to the cause which produced
the present state of affairs, he said he might
call up mauy, but appealed to his hearers
rather to act the part of the wise men in the
temple, who took care of the jewels without
stopping to ask who applied the torch.

In proceeding, he spoke of Abraham Lin¬
coln, whom he knew in Congress, aud his ac-

quaiutance had led him to anticipate better
things than had lately been developed. He
thought, since liis recent speeches, that there
was no hope for the future through him..
With regard to the collection ol Federal troops
at Washington, ho said it was unfortunate
that "Gen. Scott was called there. lie could
pledge his right hand to Abraham Lincoln
that there was not a man in Virginia who
proposed by force to prevent the consumma¬
tion of It is inauguration. Vet wheu the
power at Washington or elsewhere is brought
to bear on this Commonwealth, all here will
stand united as one man. For himself, he
would say that if any coercion be attempted,
either directly or indirectly, as he would say
for every one here, that it would be repelled,
Mr. Goggin reviewed at considerable length

i the arguments of the Southern Commission-
ers, for whom he expressed the highest per¬
sonal respect, lie cited statistics to show
that King Cotton had a rival in colonies with
which Great Britain had made treaties, and
to show that the argument contemplating her
fostering care was fallacious. He then aliu*
ded to the tobacco and other great interests
of Virginia, which ought not to be made sub¬
ject to King Cotton: nnd the consideration of
j their protection would not permit Virginians
to become reconciled to the introduction of
Yankees in place of the negroes, who would,

! as had been told us, all be required to culti-
| vate the cotton of toe South.

To obviate all the difficulties, he proposed| that there should be a confederation of all
the border slave States of the South. It w&s
too late for consultation with the North.

lie was opposed to precipitate actsc-tr..
When they got into this consultation and

| formed a Constitution.which they had a

right to do as well as the six States which
had gone out.they could invite all the other
States to come into their confederation. lie
thought that there was no positive assurance

j tiiiit the Southern Confederacy would afford
sufficient protection to V irginia.no assur-
ance that the plan laid down by the Provis-
ional Government would be permanent. lie
complained of the North.he denounced her.
lint had not the South sometimes violated
the laws by the importation of African
slaves; and if this had been done before,
was there any security that it would not be

I dune uml^r a Provisional Southern Govern-
| ment? Wif-h the competition to which Vir-
j ginia would be thus subjected, she would
; stand in still further danger from those
whom she made strangers and aliens on the
other side of the Ohio liiver. The time was

past when u*e should ask the people of the
North to go into consultation. As matters
now stood, he conceived the conference of

i the border States to be the only right and
just plan of settlement. lie did not believe

i coercion would be attempted, yet was in fa-
vor of ample preparation for any emergency,

j Alter Mr. Goggin had spoken some two
hours, he gave way at the suggestion of Mr.

j Doruian, for a motion to adjourn.
Oi.r.KicAi. Horsewhipping Case ix Eng¬

land..The Rev. J. Sumner Brockhurst, of
Emmanuel College, having horse-whipped
the Rev. Edward Dodd, Fellow of Magdalen

S College and Vicar of Ss. Giles' Cambridge,
make;-. a singular statement in justification.

lie says he was told that a Fellow had ac-

tually omitted from the grace the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and had said when
asked for his reason that it was on account
of the presence of a Jew at the table. But
Chriit died for all men, and I say that the

j man who would omit the name of Christ in
asking a blessing on a college dinner must
be lost indeed, but when I found that the
omission was to please a wealthy fellow-com-
uioner, 1 felt th.it matters had reached a

point that a man, feeling the veneration I
(i > for the Lord Jesus, must take notice of.
He subsequently went to Mr. Dodd's room,

an addressed him thus:
i am a stranger, sir, to you; but permit me to

ask whether on any occasion you ever omitted
the nuiii'- of the Lord Jesus Christ from the ool-
lege grace iu the hall?" To that question, the im-
mediate answer was "Never." 1 then Faid, "1
have the story on undoubted authority, sir; do
you mean you uevor did?" lie answered "Nev-
cr."

Alter further conversation in regard to the
matter, and slating the name of his informant, he
continues:
Communing with myself, I said, here is the

statement of a man on whose truthfulness I would
almost stake my life, ignored by a niau whom I

'! have hardly seen before: I will not insult my
| IViend by telling him. I will go and do what is
right? I went back. 1 had a horsewhip with

! me. concealed about my person. I sent a inea-

.-.age into the hall that a gentleman desired to see

.Mr. Dodd, and then sent in my name. The an-

«-.vor was. "would not tw-morrow do?" I thought
l»'«t, S:» 1 waited outside the screens in the socoud
court, watching the entrance to the hall. Mr.
Dodd came "Ut fery soou alter: I followed him
quickly through the screens', hailing him wheu

j about half way through the quadrangle. I called
hi? name and that induced him to turn around,
ami 1 then said.ali delicacy being of course

Hung away."Now. sir, tell me which is the liar,
you or Mr. Rcyner?" The repl}' was, "Oh, I
can't talk ahr.ni that,come to my rooms." I then
drew cut the whin. His back was towards mo,
but I did Dot want to strike him there, so struck
him sideways on the arm. Of course I was pro-
pared ('.>!. anything that might, follow, excepting:
wiirtt did follow.that the person I struck took
little or no notice, but walked jii. L have no

doubt I repeated the blow, how many times I can't
say.

Having finished the intliction, T threw down the
whip lit his loot, and said, "Now, sir, I ha ve done
'hat to you; take it up if you dare and do it to
me." i theu said to the bystanders and college
servants, after 1 had taken up the whip, "Go and
fed nil over the University that Mr. Brockhurst,

! nf Emmanuel, has horsewhipped Mr. Dodd, of
j Magdalen, for having been false to his Saviour
and faiso to his frier.iJ." 1 made some obsarva-
ti-iii to the crowd without the odlvge. If I said
"thank God," f pray <5»d (<> pardon me if I used
His name irreverently, but I don't think 1 did..
If 1 did, 1 did it in the cause of the Saviour,
Having been brought before the Vice Chancel-

lor and formally convicted of the assault, Mr.
Brockhurst was suspended from all his degrees for
a period of f-utrycars. Mr. Dodd wus commend¬
ed l»y the Yicc Chancellor for hia conduct, under
Mich remarkable provocation, as exhibiting the
utmost Christian forbearance.

Gf.n. Scott..We clip from the Savannah
News;
"TheGropni) Ccrseo..A subscription is

being raised in Virginia to purchase the
birth-place of General Scott, in Din widdie
c unity, to be placed under a trust which is to

prevent another child from ever being born
on the same spot."

Hi:man ma-iee could g > no further. And
this opprobrium i> poured upon the brave
soldier, in the days of his old age, because
ho has refused to transfer his fealty, or to

j recognize arsy other'authority than that of
( the Government he lias sworn to serve: and
for this cause alone this pitiful exhibition is
presented to the gaze of an admiring world !
.Unit. Ainrrican.

The Baltimore Clipper, speaking on the
subject of "Coercion," says :.
"Wehave fought against the secession and dis-

union nivveiueiit troxxi the beginning. We have
j entreated our brethren of the South not to run

j away from their friends in the border States. We
have solicited them to give Mr. Lincoln's adminis-
ira'ion a fair trial, before resolving to withdraw
iron the Union. We cjudemu their action now

just as strongly as we did three months ago. But,
believing that they can be the more easily restored
to the Union by peaceful and conciliatory action,
than by any show of violence or "coercion" a-
gainst them, we think it the duty of those just
coming into power, to let the secediug States have
their own way until the sober second thought of a
majority of their people shall begin to exert ita
influence over them."

I 1 A PRIME VINEGAR, iu store, and
iU for sale by THOMAS PERRY,

teb 25 No. 5, South Wharves.

rpAR..100 bbls. North Carolina TAR, for sale
X by ffeb 15] J. N. HARPER & CO.

A FINE LOT of pure Havana Segara, at
feb iy MILBURNS.

COMMtfNICATUm.
Acorn.

la response to an invitation to visit Chut,
terton, the hospitable residence of Coi. J.T.,
a popular and entertaining contributor to tho
New York Spirit of the Times, to meet there
"Nicholas Spicer," "Old Dominion," MVir»«
dex," "Boots," and other members of the
Spiritual family, Acorn, the oldest confrere
of that brotherhood, widely separated by
space, but closely united by ties of friend¬
ship, has written a letter, from which vce
cull the following extracts. Should the
whole-souled old gentleman come down to
Virginia, tho other guests will be there also;
and if such a party cannot invoke "spirits
from the vast}' deep," why, then, as Acorn
himself says, there are none l/mr: 1».

Old' Salt House, 40 Lose Winiir, i

Boston, -Ian. 2.'Jd, 1801 jMy Dear Colonel T.:.1 seize the ear¬liest moment to thank you for your friendlyi and most welcome letter of the iSth instant,j and from the innermost chambers of myheart, reciprocate, and say Amen to uli the
national, patriotic, and friendly sentiments
you have wo forcibly and gracefully written.
I hope you will pardon me, when I tell you! that I could not resist the desire to tuk«> a

[ liberty with you, upon the ground, that with
whom can we take a liberty, if not with our

i friends? Fov, though personally unknownl; to each other, your genial letter has bound
me to you with a tie as strong as could yearso{ personal intercourse. Now to the liberty;well, I wished to convey to some of our peo-j pie the feelings entertained by the gallantand valorous sons of Virginia, which feel¬
ings and impressions have been caused bythe wild ana mad ravings of a few fanatics
of the North; therefore, I have made an ex¬
tract or two from your letter, and .written a
brief editorial paragraph, explanatory whythe extracts have been made public, absent
them to the "Boston Courier.''

1 have, my dear Colonel, taken this greatj liberty with you, thinking it might tend to
! have a good inlluencc on the lethargy of
j some of our rrally [food, but inert men, whom
j I have been endeavoring to arouse to a pro-
j per sentje of justice and right to you of the
| South. Beiieve me, my dear sir, 1 shall not
I relax my exertions in the good cau-e, winch
| I feel is a duty I owo to my irholr bclorol
country» as well as, especially, to those Suu-
theru S-'ates whose rights and whose insti-

( tutions have been abused to a degree beyondj forbearance.
j Great God ! My dear Friend, every ener¬

gy of my mind is employed to arouse an en¬

ergetic and a proper demonstration on be¬
half of us of the North, to show that we
have the proper foeliny, even if our action
has been made too late. My blood bods w» h
indignation when I contemplate the acts oi
such men as Doctor Howe, Wendell Phil¬
lips, Garrison, and such miserable creatures!
Why they have been so long tolerated 1
know not; but do leel as though their mad
¦career would shortly be terminated. 1 can¬
not blame you of the South for feeling
aggrieved, and deeply, too. Bui, in (Jod's
name, and for the sake of our common good,
let us all throw our soul's energy into pre¬
venting the horrors.the fearful horrors.
and devastation that civil war would bring
upon our fair land.

It would be worth a journey to the Old
Dominion, to meet around the "mahogany"
the band of Nature's noblemen which youhave enumerated. It is now some ten years
since 1 visited your chivalrous State, Lut I
know the worth of a Virgiuia welcome, as

j well as tho heart of their warm ami unosten-
tatious hospitality, and never shall I torget,| to the last syllable of my recorded ox:s-
tence. My wife is a Northern woman, with
Southern principles and impulses, and de¬
sires me to say to you, she is with l»er : us-
band's principles ! Could she have her way,
she would not give the d .d (!!) Abolition
fanatics time to breathe even a short prayer
before hanging them. Our two daughters
"go the same," and "some" better !

Yours, truly, ACOKN.
Col. John* T , Virgiuia.

Jeremy Twilcher to Fehr firquisitc.
j My dear Fellow:.Is it an ascertained re-

} ality, as you intimate in your note, that "in
some quarters of our^State,' the "Secession

I fever" is not "fashionable?" 1 declare to

| you, that I was inoculated, under the im-
) pression that not to have the disease, would
^ be to throw one's self out of the pale of "good
society." There are so many "horrid peo¬
ple," who are Union men, that I considered

1 it important to be one of the "select." Miss
Jemima Fangs assured me, positively, that

i it was not "genteel to be anything else but
j opposed to the I nion, and in favor of S'»utli
j Carolina;.that all the "F. !. \ S.'thougnt
so," and I succumbed. But, my dear fellow,
you alarm me by your remark. . Have 1 been
mistaken? I am the more concerned .as our
mutual friend, Billy Byles, in a neighboring| county, writes to me. to the efteet, that "our

j best people.men and women.are all enthu-
siastic for the Union. Write soon, and re-
lieve the doubts of your friend,

Jeremy Twitches.

DIED.
j On the 26th instant, Mrs. NANCY DAGGETT,
j in the 62iul year of her The friends
and acquaintances of the family are invited to
attend her funeral, from her late residence, cor-
ner of Royal and Queen *treets, on Thursday uf-
tornoon, at 2 o'clock.

BELLINGHAM'S stimulating UN¬
GUENT, for the Whiskers and Hair. For

particulars see advertisement in another column
of this paper A full supply, received, and for .-ale

j by IIEN ItV COOK I. CO.,
feb ?S- Sarepta II:ill.

FOR RENT..A BRICK DWELLING
H-iS HOUSE on St. Asaph street, No. 67. It con¬
tains 8 rooms with the kitchen, a good cellar, and
id furnished with gas and water. Applv to

SAMUEL II. JANNKY.
feb 28.eoot No. 22, South Fairfax street.

TjlRESH SUPPLY..Farina Crackers, 112 to
JD the poun I, Milk Biscuit, Egs Biscuit, and
Boston Crackors: just received, and for sale by

CHARLES J. WISE,
feb2S cor. of Prince and Pitt ots.

£AA LBS. PRIME NEW COD FI«Ht)UU 1,000 lbs. Hake Fish, for sale by
CHARLES J. WISH,

feb 23 cor. of Prince and PiO-sts.

Qr BBLS. CRACKED, LOAF, AND RKF1N-4/0 ED SUGARS, received, and for sale bv
leb 28 DAVY A HARMON.

[Leesburg Washingtonian J

SPALDING'S CEPHALIC PILLS.A celebra¬
ted remedy for sick headache, Ac., a full sun-

ply, received, and for gale bv
feb 28 H. COOK A CO., Sarepta nail.

FRESH GOSHEN BUTTER..(i tubs fresh
GOSHEN BUTTER, this day received per

Steamship Mount Vernon, and for sale by
feb 28 GARRET IIULST.

FRESH ROLL BUTTER.. 1 barrel cboico
ROLL BU TTEIt, received. and for sale by

feb28 GARRET IIULST.
"1 A BALES HAY ROPE, received, and lor
1U sale by DAVY <t HARMON,

feb 2S [Leesburg Washiugtonian.]
rA BBLS. NICE APPLES, received, and for
DU sale by DAVY A HARMON,

feb 28 [Leesburg Washingtonian.J

P"lTlME FAMILY FLO UR.Washington
Mills Family FLOUR, for sale by

_feb 26 ALBERT W. GRAY A CO.

BUTTER..50 firkins Valley packed Butter, in
store, and for salo by

__feb_25 ALBERT W. GRAY A CO.

COUNTRY BACON..Hams, Shoulders, aud
Middlings, this day received, and for sale by

feb 26 ALBERT W. GRAY A CO.


